QUOTATION
In scholarly, academic writing, we create new knowledge by engaging with the world around us, reading the work of scholars and writers, making connections between scholars’ ideas, and connecting their ideas to our own.  

In short: We use quotation and paraphrase to help us connect the ideas of other writers to our own. Those quotations and paraphrases help us to make arguments, provide evidence and support for arguments, help to establish our credibility as writers.

There is no one rule about how many quotes or paraphrases you need to have in a piece of writing. However, for our purposes, you must incorporate at least two direct quotations and one paraphrase in your first essay. Of course, you are welcome to use more (as you find necessary).
A FORMULA (One Method):
Let’s recall the five paragraph essay–not because it’s always the best, but because it’s familiar to most of us and often, it is useful. In a five paragraph essay, there is an introductory paragraph, three supporting point paragraphs, and a concluding paragraph. In each of those three supporting point paragraphs, the author should provide evidence to support the argument that was made in the introductory paragraph.  In other words, a writer must connect evidence (quotes) to what they are trying to prove.  
The author/editor of our reader, Barclay Barrios, developed a very handy method for using quotation that he calls “Barclay’s Super Secret Formula for Connection.” The original formula was developed for use in a paper that connects the ideas/quotations of two different authors to support a claim. This is something that we will eventually do, but for this first paper, we will be using a modified version of the formula because you are only required to quote one author.

A modified formula (for an essay on an individual author) is below:

· Start by stating your claim–what you are trying to prove.

· Introduce the quotation.

· Give the quotation.

· Explain it in your own words.

· Give some sort of transition.

· Give the additional evidence, if any.

· Explain how the additional evidence connects to the quote in a few sentences. This part is crucial because you need to explain the connection in order to really prove it, and to explain how that connection supports the larger argument of your paper.
· Explain how the quote and evidence support the larger argument of the paper. In other words, how do this quote and this evidence prove the argument?
Of course, just like the five paragraph essay, this formula isn’t always the perfect way to integrate quotation. However, it’s a really great “fill in the blank” exercise that you can do to help you develop and organize your supporting points. Additionally, understand that the important part of the formula is making connections, not the order in which you provide the information you will ultimately connect. The quotation and the additional evidence–the italicized text above–can be flip-flopped. 
Please see your handbook, pages 105-121, for detailed information on understanding, synthesizing, and integrating quotation and paraphrase into your work. 

ADDITIONAL QUOTATION RULES: 

The person reading your words should be able to distinguish, clearly, between your ideas and the ideas of others.

The reader should be able to locate the sources that you used and find the quotations that you chose very easily.

However, a good quotation should not necessarily send the reader running to the source to double check it. A good citation should be:

Accurate: the words should be reproduced faithfully, and should accurately portray the author’s intent.

Introduced: the reader should be told who he said this, and where.

Contextualized: the reader should have an idea of why this was said and what the author’s larger arguments are.
Honesty is a priority when quoting: represent the author’s words in a way that is true to the author’s intent. For example, if the author quotes or paraphrases another author, or if the author describes a hypothetical argument with which he or she disagrees, do not pretend that these are the author’s words.
You are required to use MLA style citation and documentation for all of your work in this class. This means that you must include the author’s name and page numbers to indicate where the quotations and paraphrases came from in the author’s text.

Never ever let a quote “stand alone.” You may have heard of these stand-alones as “floating quotes.”

INCORRECT:

Barrios is adamant that first-year writers practice both critical thinking and writing in order to prepare them for future college courses and eventual careers. “The ability to write well, and more importantly, the ability to think critically through writing, will be important to students in their majors and career fields” (Barrios 34).

CORRECT (but weak):

Barrios is adamant that first-year writers practice both critical thinking and writing in order to prepare them for future college courses and eventual careers. He states, “The ability to write well, and more importantly, the ability to think critically through writing, will be important to students in their majors and career fields” (Barrios 34). 

CORRECT (stronger): 

In order to prepare them for future college courses and eventual careers, Barrios believes first-year students should possess “The ability to write well, and more importantly, the ability to think critically through writing” (Barrios 34). 

The first correct example is weaker because the writer restates Barrios’s ideas in the exact same order as Barrios used them.  In other words, the writer says the same thing twice. In the stronger correct example, the writer has integrated Barrios’ quotation with her own words by paraphrasing some of the original quotation at the same time as she is introducing it. 
Formatting is important and you are required to format your paper according to MLA guidelines for formatting, citation, and documentation. Please see your handbook, pages 121-155 for instructions, sample citation, sample documentation, and sample pages.  
